30     PSYCHOLOGY OF ABILITIES AND DISABILITIES

but, on the other hand, the best authorities would be
equally as unwilling to state that mental tests are not
directly affected by hysteria. Remembering the mental
states of hystericals as described by Janet and others,
it is to be expected that this disease will influence greatly
the results of the psychological examination. The poor
powers of control, together with definite inhibitions which
sometimes occur, the dissociations and simulations, fre-
quently, if not always, play a great r61e in the mental
findings.

We ourselves have noted again and again the extraor-
dinary variability in the mental processes that ac-
companies hysteria. Sometimes because of very definite
attitude or simulation of one kind or another, the peculiar-
ity may be evidenced on tests of one kind alone, in which
case the differential diagnosis between this and specialized
defect becomes very important.

Case 4. We might quote from our own experience
the instance of a girl whom we studied at various times
over an interval of two and a half years. She had been
tested in several other laboratories, in one of which she
was diagnosed as feeble-minded, a diagnosis made, no
doubt, without any recognition of the fact that she was
unmistakably a case of hysteria, and that therefore actual
test results required interpretation in the light of this
fact. Knowing the dangers inherent in such a situation,
we were for long unwilling to make a definite statement
regarding the girl's innate mental ability. Her reactions
when first tested were significant because of their great
irregularity. When seen some time later, we felt the
psychological findings were still unreliable, owing to a
distinctly bad attitude which the girl still assumed.
Eventually, however, we had an opportunity of stimulat-
ing her powers of self-control, due to the fact that she her-
self knew her immediate future depended very largely